
I OF

HI

CENTURIES REALIZED

Free Waterway Across the Isthmus Created When President

Wilson Touched Button Possibilities Were Seen by Bal

boaStory of the Panama Canal and of French
and American Engineering.

New York. For mora thnn 400
years the vision of a canal across the
Isthmus of Panama has fired the Imag-

ination of the world, Prank Parker
Stockrldge writes In Popular Mechan-
ics. Tho vision became a reality on
October 10, 1913, when President
Woodrow Wilson In the White House
at Washington pressed a button which
sent the electric current 2,000 mllos to
explode 40 tons of dynamite which
blow up the luet barrier to a free wa-

terway across the iBthmus.
"Gamboa's busted!" exclaimed the

president as he pressed the telegraph
key. The rasuulness of his remark
was a tribute to tho engineers of the
United Stati-- army, to whom the dig-

ging of the canal has beau simply "an-

other job" In the routine of their reg-

ular work and ono Hint culled tor no
brass bands or special ceremonies to
glorify It With the same simplicity
the first vessel to pass through the
famous Culebra cut, after the brenk- -

lng of the Oamboa dike had let In the
water, was an ordinary rowbont, while
a bumble but useful tugboat was the
first craft of any kind to make the
passage through the great Gatun
locks.

While the work at Panama Is still
far from completed, yet the canal
which the first 8panlsh explorers vis-

ualized Is today an accomplished fact
On September 25, 1543, Vasco Nunes

de Hulboa climbed the peak of the
continental divide and discovered the
Pacific ocean, which he named "the
South sea." From where Hulboa stood
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First Beat Through After Oamboa
Dike Was Blastsd.

his new ocean lay directly south, be-

cause of the 8 shaped twist of the Isth-

mus, which brings the Pacific entrance
to the canal not ouly southward but
eastward of the Atlantic terminal.

SLAYER HID IN BIG PRISON

Man Wanted for Murder Allowed
Himself to Be Caught in Burglary

to Escape Beared.

Sacramento. A country-wid- e search,
covering almost three years, for Otto
Chaumberg, the notorious "key
burglar" of Bt Louis and alleged mur-

derer of Detective James Arnold of
East St Louis, has ended In a cell at
Ban Quentln prison. Shaumberg was
identified by William J. Mulconnery,
sheriff of ! Claire county, Illinois.
Tbs police of every city In the United
States have been on the watch for
Shaumberg and 1500 reward for his
capturs Is authorised by Le Clair
county.

Shaumberg was betrayed by his
cellmate at San Uuentln. to whom he
narrated the story of his criminal
operations In St. Louis and East St
I.cull. (Sheriff Mulconnery was noti-

fied snd extradition papers were
l;ned by (tovert.or Ihina of Illinois

fil filed with Governor Johnson two
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When Hu I bou' report of his discovery
reached Spain, It was accompanied
by the recommendation that a canal
be Immediately dug across the Isth-
mus. What the explorer bad In mind
was a sea-lev- canal, for, although
Leonardo du Vinci, the great Italian
painter-enginee- bad recently Invent-
ed the hydraulic lock, now generally
used for lifting vessels over eleva-
tions, It bad not become widely known.

The discovery of gold In California
In 184S was followed by a tremendous
volume of traffic between the Atlantic
and Pacific cousin, and for fifteen
years practically all of this traffic was
by wny of the Isthmus over the Pan-
ama rullroad, opened In 1S5B by Amor-Icnii-

under a concession from the re-
public of New Cranad.t, now known as
Colombia. Tho explorations and sur-
veys for the railroad, a work that Is
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First View of Cinsl Since Blowing Up
of Gambo Dike.

said to have cost the life of a man
for every tie, led to a much more
accurate knowledge of the topography
and geology of the lethmus than had
previously been available. President
O rant In 1869 asked congress to take
up the matter of a canal. The only
action was a resolution providing for
an exploration by officers of the navy
and the creation of a commission In
1872 to consider their reports. Then
In May, 1879, the republic of Colom-

bia granted a concession for the con-

struction of a canal from Colon to
Panama, the terminals of the Panama
railroad.

In 1894 a new French company was
organised and work was resumed. In
1899 the United States congress cre-

ated the Isthmian canal commission
to examine all practicable routes and
to report which was the most prac-
ticable and feasible for a canal "under
the control, management and owner
ship of the United States." The com-

mission reported two alternative plans,
one for a canal at Panama and tb
other across Nicaragua. It estimated
the cost of a Panama canal at 8

and of the Nicaragua canal at
1200,640,000. But because the routs
from New York to San Francisco
would be several hundred miles short- -

Sheriff Mulconnery recently cam
to the Pacific coast to get a prisoner
at McNeil's Island penitentiary and
stopped over at Ban Quentln to Iden-

tify Shaumberg, whom be bad seen
about East St Louis.

"Hello, Otto." Mulconnery said,
and offered his hand to the convict

"My name's not Otto," Shaumberg
replied, and be pulled back his band.
"I never was back there, and I don't
know you." be added.

"nack where?" queried Mulconnery.
"Hack where you come from."

8haumberg replied, and then wilted
down when Mulconnery accused him

of the murder.
Shaumberg told hi cellmate that

after be had murdered Detective
Arnold be hurried to the Pacific coast
and permitted himself to be captured
In the act of committing burglary
at Santa Crus, Cal. He pleaded guilty
under the name of Ray C. Jones and
was sentenced to serve two years In
prison. Shaumberg told his fellow
convict he thought be would be safer
In prison while a search for him was

oa than roaming round the country.

er by way of Nicaragua, and consider-
ing existing French concessions In
Panama, the communion gave It as IU
belief luat the Nicaragua route was
more desirable under the circum-
stances. The effect of this report was
to Induce the French Panama com-

pany to offer Hi concession to the
United' States for $40,000,000 In Janu-
ary, 1902. The Isthmian canal com-

mission advised tha purchase and con-

gress authorized the president to buy
all the property of the Panama com-

pany, Including a majority of, the stock
of the Panama Railroad company, and
to obtain from Colombia perpetual
control of a strip of land six miles
wide, through which to build the ca-

nal. Colombia refused to grant this
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Blowing Up of Oambos Dike.

control, but In November, 1903, ten
months later, tho state of Panama de-

clared Itself Independent Within a
month a treaty bad been negotiated
with the new republic by which the
United States was given control of a
strip of land ten miles wide for the
purpose of a canal. The French com-

pany's property was bought and In
February, 1904, a commission for the
construction of a canal was appointed.
In May of that year work was begun
where the French company had aban-
doned It In June, 19u5, a board of
consulting engineers was appointed to
consider whether the canal should be
at sea level or with elevating locks.

The canal Itself, from deep water to
deep water. Is 60 miles long. Its gen-

eral direction from the Atlantic en-

trance to the Pacific end Is from
northwest to southeast the northern
terminal being about 22tt miles far-

ther west than the southern entrance
from the Pacific. The first seven
miles of the canal beginning at the At-

lantic end are at sea level. Five miles
of channel, (00 feet wide, have been
dredged to a depth of 41 feet directly
south through Llmon bay, and two
miles of this sea-lev- section baa
been cut through land to the
entrance to tbe Oatun locks, where
the ships are raised, In three steps, to
a height of 85 feet above sea level.
Into tbe great body of fresh water
called Qatun lake.

ROYAL FLUSH BRINGS DEATH

Nsw Orleans Man Believed 8laln by

Man He Best In Poksr
Game,

New Orleans. With bis bead and
the upper part of his body filled with
buckshot. Capt WUllam Collier was
found dead In bis hermit's lodge. He
was seated at a table and clutched
In one hand was a "royal flush." Op-

posite bins was "full bouse." Ha
bad been playing poker and was evi-

dently assassinated by tbe loser. Tbe
police are seeking bis opponent In

the game, believed to be a sugar
planter.

Barroom Fork Doomed.
New York. Tbe doom of tbs bar-roo-

fork, whlcb stands in glass on
the free lunch counter, has been fore-
casted by Health Commlsloner Gold-wate- r.

He declares It Is deadly as a
germ bearer and must go.

Prahlfelts Button-U- p Bsck Dresses.
Providence, R. I. A kill prohibiting

women from wearing dresses tbat
button up tbs back has been Intro
duoed In tbe legislature. It would
make offenders serve sli months at
bard labor In the kitchen.

Youth With Two Btomaoha.
Berne, Switzerland. Doctors, using

the Roentgen rays, discovered that
nineteen-year-ol- d youth possesses two
stomachs. The outh has been suf-

fering from stomach disorders.

Court for Mother-ln-Ls-

Tonkers, N. T. Thomas Murphy
bad bis mother-in-law- , Mrs. Anna Mo-

loney, brought to court for smashing
furniture she had given him for a
wadding present

Ground Broken for the Great Lincoln Memorial

Ground was broken February 12 for the great memorial
WASHINGTON. erected In Washington to Lincoln. As would have pleased
the great president, the utmost simplicity marked the breaking of tbe ground.

Tbe day was the one hundred and
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tomac, and all removed a few spades of earth, and that was aU the rites there
were.

Before to turn tbe earth, former United States Senator
who has been appointed chairman of the commission in pluce of the late

Suuutor Cullom, mndo a short speech, opening the exercises.
"This great mcmorlul will Bhow that Lincoln Is now as the great,

est all Americans," said Senator Illuckburn, "and he Is so held by tbe
South as well as by the North. Today we let the country know that this great
work has been begun and will carried on steadily until Its completion."

The site Is on the direct line with the monument to Washington and tha
capltol and within easy view of tho gates of which It Is planned,

to connect with the memorial by a memorial bridge.

Government Clerks Just as Selfish Others

clerks are Just as selfish as any other body of people tbat
GOVERNMENT They have been bowling for years for a
law, which will make provisions for retirement at a certain age ou one-hal- f or
two-third-s of their salary, and tbe
same organization wblch Is known as
the "Retirement association" Is de-

manding Increased salaries all along
the line. Tbe pure selfishness of this
United States Civil Service associa-
tion shows In the fact that tbe clerks
are unable to get togother on any one
suggestion for Scores of
tbe younger clerks object to the
monthly assessment plan for the pur-
pose of securing an endowment fund
on which aged clerks may be retired.
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birthday by some senator reading out
Washington's farewell address, while
of tbe birthdays of McKlnley and Lin-
coln absolutely no Is usually
made. The Fourth July, If congress.
Is In session, and June suffer the

neglect
Secretary of War Garrison, bow-eve- r,

It for granted Lin-
coln's birthday would a holiday
the same as and New
York, did not go his offlce- -

Youth Is always hopeful, and these younger clerks that they will leaf
the government service long before the retirement age Is reached, and then
ell tbe money that bad been automatically taken from tbolr monthly salaries
would be to them. And thoy are strenuously opposed younger
clerks are to supporting In Idleness any of the aged clerks, who could be Im-

mediately retired on part pay If such an endowment was established.
One of the finest examples of what may be accomplished without feeling

any real loss of salary Is shown In the United States Soldiers' home. This
home, established In General Scott's time. Just after the Mexican war, by an,
Indemnlty from Mexico, which nobody knew what to do with, Is today
the most magnificent piece of property In the District of Columbia, It can
shelter over 6,000 men without crowding. It has white marbla-buildlng- s

marble floors and walls, white marble auditorium and theater,
a magnificent library building, a Just as magnificent administration building,
with a most beautlrul cottage for the administration officials, great conserva-
tories and herds of the very finest milch cows In fact, everything on eartby
tbat the heart can wish for, and all done by simply reserving a small sum or
12 cents a month from every enlisted man's pay.

Few Holidays Observed in City of Washington

BE it known tbat In the District of Columbia mighty few of the patrlotlo-hollday-s

are observed. For instance, congress sits on Memorial day, Just
exactly as though It were a common, ordinary day, and observes Washington's--
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In tbe war department at all, so his
secretary celled up Mr. Garrison's home to Inquire where tbe secretary of war
might be. Mrs. Garrison Informed Mr. son's secretary tbat ber husband
bad gons to New York to a meeting of the Old Colony club. "Mr.
Garrison thought that he might Just as well take advantage of tb holiday to-

day and make this address," added tbe wife of the secretary of war.
And those who have been a long time In Washington had great laugh-o- n

Secretary Garrison wben he returned to the city to be told tbat February-1- 2

is not a holiday In the District of Columbia. There are a great many other
things that Secretary Garrison might learn of tbe lack of patriotism of con-

gress and in the District of Columbia.

Light Gray Is Most Inconspicuous for Soldiers

color can be seen tbe farthest? What Is tb most conspicuous colorrWHAT to answer these questions have been made by the war de-

partment to determine the color suited for a soldier's uniform. Tho
experiment proved few people realise
the difference colors can make or
their real relation to one another.

Tbe Ideal soldier's costume is on
that soon fades Into the background,
and tbat does not show at all from a
distance, making It Invisible to the
enemy. In order to prove tbe relative
conaplcuousness of colors, 12 soldiers
were dressed In colored uniforms and
ordered to off, while a group of
efficers and color experts remained be-

hind to take notes on tbe uniforms.
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Two of tbe 12 soldiers were clad In light gray, two in dark gray, two tn green,
two In dark blue, two in scarlet and two tn tan, as these are the colors most
fitted for uniforms.

Tbe first to disappear were tbe light gray. Tbe next two were the tan.
Tbe next, surprising as It may seem to those who believe they know colors,
were the scarlet Then followed the dark gray, while the dark blue and green
remained visible long after tbe other colors had disappeared.

Experlmenu were also made at firing at targets of various colors, with the
same result. Red and blue targets were also experimented with, and It was
proved mat dibs aoeua Be more easily sees at a fllitsait. and nit,
eould red,


